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Fwd: RE: New Audubon discovery 

1 message 



To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Tue, Aug 10, 2010 at 3:07 PM 


Hi Eric. 

Here are some questions from the editor of Antiques Magazine that I think you are best suited to answer. 
Can I have her call you? 

Best wishes- Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

»> "Eleanor Gustafson" <egustafson@brantpub.com> 8/10/2010 12:22 PM »> 

One quick thing—can you or Mr. Newman give me a bit more background about those sample sheets? I hope these 
questions don’t sound too ignorant! 

How often are they found today? And where? Are they known in huge numbers or found rarely? Were they generally 
printed in multiples? Do numismatics collectors prize them in and of themselves (ie, are they a collecting subset or 
generally part of a larger collection?? )—Are there any major public collections of them? 

And just to be sure, I don’t think I see any mention of any other Audubon designs on Fairman’s sample sheets, 
correct? This is presumably the one-and-only. 

I await your insight, as always. 

E 



Eleanor H. Gustafson 
Executive editor 
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The Magazine ANTIQUES 

212-941-2856 

themagazineantiques.com 


From: 

Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 3:41 PM 

To: Gustafson, Eleanor 

Subject: RE: New Audubon discovery 


Eleanor - 

We do have good images. I believe you can get them from the following source: 
www.ansp.org/press/photos/news. php<http://www.ansp.org/press/photos/news.php 

If this doesn't work, let me know and I can e-mail them to you directly. 

If you're interested in reading the full paper, here is a link to a pdf of it (it has seven illustrations from which you can 
choose): 

http://www.ansp.org/about/publications/Peck_Newman_2010_JER-30-3.pdf 

The editor of numismatic magazine I mentioned is Michele Orzano. She can be reached at 
morzano@coinworld.com or at COIN WORLD’S Paper Money section 
(800) 673-8311 Ext. 169. 

Alan Stahl, curator of numismatics at Princeton, can be reached by e-mail at: astahl@princeton.edu 
I don't seem to be able to put my hands on his phone number this minute, but you can reach him c/o Princeton 
University Library, Special Collections. He is in on Tuesdays. 

Please let me know what else I can do to help. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 


The Academy of Natural Sciences 

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


>>> 8/9/2010 PM >>> 

Great, I’d love to have the contact info for the numismatic editor and Alan Stahl, and we’ll go from there. 

I do think our readers will want to know what Graham thinks, but I’ll keep it to a minimum, I promise 

I’m correct in thinking Mr. Newman is the owner of the sheet in question, right? Do you have access to a good 
publishable image for us?? (300 dpi at 5x7), or whom should I contact? 


Onward! 


E 
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Eleanor H. Gustafson 

Executive editor 

The Magazine ANTIQUES 

212-941-2856 

themagazineantiques.com 


From: ■EHBsBBSKsBIflfls 

Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 2:05 PM 
To: Gustafson, Eleanor 

Subject: RE: New Audubon discovery and Antiques accounting question 


Thank you, Eleanor, for your message. Yes, I've had a lot of fun with this - and with so much else I have been lucky 
enough to do over the years. 

I'd be happy to work with you on an end-note about the Audubon discovery for the Sept./Oct issue. I think the most 
interesting way to cover the "collectable" side of the story would be through the bank note angle. This is not a field 
I know much about, but I gather there are lots of collectors of paper currency out there. (Think of them as beautiful 
little engravings which reflect the history of America's banking industry!) It would be interesting to hear one of the 
collectors (or possibly a dealer, if reputable) speculate on the what the value of an "Audubon" bank note might be, 
now that we know there was one. (Presumably there were a few out there circulating among collectors 
anonymously that were worth X on the open market a few months ago, but are now worth X+ now that the bird on 
them has been attributed to Audubon) 

I think that talking to Graham Arader about the value of Audubon prints would be somewhat off the mark, as that is 
an entirely different market. 

I can put you in touch with the editor of a journal (magazine?) that specializes in numismatics (she just interviewed 
me for the magazine). She could put you in touch with others and possibly provide a quote or two about the "buzz" 
our discovery has created in the numismatic world. 

Also, Princeton University Library is about to open a big exhibit (in October) on paper currency in which they will be 
exhibiting our discovery. You could get a quote from Alan Stahl, the curator. 

Let me know how I can help. 

In the meantime, with thanks for your interest and with all best wishes, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

U.S.A. 
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Phone: (215) 299-1138 



Dear Bob, 

Wow! I just really think you have more fun than all the rest of us!!! 

I’d love to get this story into the mag, and it so happens that I’m looking for a subject for my Endnotes column in the 
Sept/Oct issue. The main caveat is that that column now brings in a market angle (to keep our advertisers happy), so 
I would want to discuss a little about that aspect—ie, the market for Audubon and/or other naturalists’ work. I’d 
probably ask Graham Arader for an opinion, though a currency dealer might also be a possibility. Are the sorts of 
“sample sheet” that contains the hen collectable (as in, where would you find them?) Are there others with Audubon 
images?? 

Alas, on the payment issue, I have gotten nowhere w/our accounting people, who simply tell me that they’ve closed 
the books on 2007 and cannot re-open them. Maybe I can come up with a way that you and I could co-write the 
Endnote and then we’ll pay you for that -though of course that doesn’t solve the already-paid-income-tax issue, and 
you’d have to pay it on this one—but hopefully not too much! Aaargghhh. 

I do apologize AGAIN for not being able to move the money folks, but it’s honestly not for want of trying! I really, 
really hope it won’t color your opinion of the rest of us here, and the mag as a whole—and especially the idea of 
sharing the long-lost hen with our readers. 

Best, as always, 

Eleanor 

Ps—can’t wait to hear more about Lear too!! 



Eleanor H. Gustafson 

Executive editor 

The Magazine ANTIQUES 

212-941-2856 

themagazineantiques.com 


From: 

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 1:49 PM 
To: Eleanor Gustafson 

Subject: New Audubon discovery and Antiques accounting question 


Dear Eleanor, 

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the summer. 
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I have had an exciting few weeks with an unexpected media flurry surrounding my recent discovery of John James 
Audubon's first published illustration of a bird (see attached press release). You can read more about it (and hear a 
short interview) on the NPR web site: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=128934691&ft=1&f=1141 
Might this be something you would like to mention in the magazine? 

the Philadelphia Inquirer6\6 a very nice front page story on the discovery last Friday (see: http://www.philly.com/ 
inquirer/local/20100730_Eureka_Audubon_s_first_engraved_illustration_discovered.html 

and then a follow-up (also on the front page) the following day. I attach the link to this, because I think it will 
amuse you. 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/health_science/daily/20100731_Finding_Audubon_drawing_another_stellar_ 

moment_for_Academy_of_Natural_Sciences_curator.html 

Also, on an unrelated and far less interesting matter, I wanted to check with you to see what you think I should do 
about the still unpaid $500 honorarium for my "Icy Embellishments" article (Feb. 2007). I have written to the 
accounting department there twice, but have never had a reply. 

Hoping to hear from you at your convenience, and with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever. Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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4 messages 


Eric Newman <ericnumis106@gmail.com> 


Eri cNumis@aol.com <EricNum is@aol.com> Wed, Aug 11,2010 at 3:35 PM 

Dear Ms. Gustafson: 

With respect to your inquiry of 8/10/10 about the Audubon grouse discovery I am glad to try to give you help. 

The banknote company sample sheets containing images of the Audubon grouse were prepared by Fairman Draper 
Underwood & Co.of Philadelphia were three distinct issues so far as I now know. 

First issue is unidentified as to source and undated and contains 49 counters ( denominational insignia), 5 geometrically 
engraved ovals, and 8 vignettes (including one grouse) for a total of 62 items. I contains several vignettes also used in 
the second and third issues. Probably issued in the 1824 - 1825 period. . 

Second issue is identified by the Fairman Draper Underwood & Co. name in two places in tiny script and contains 65 
vignettes (including one grouse) and one large counter.for a total of 66 items. Probably issued about 1825. 

Third issue is identified as to the same source in a large letter center panel item. It is dated 1830 and is bordered. It 
is numbered 2 at the top being part of a group of four separately numbered sample sheets, no other than number 
2 containing any grouse image. It contains the center panel, 6 counters, 50 vignettes for a total of 57 items including an 
identical grouse in two separated places and other repetitive vignettes. 

You ask about the availability and who collects sample sheets in general. There is an excellent series of articles in the 
Essay Proof Journal illustrating many of them from the many issuers..I do not know of any statistics as to the numbered 
issued for any particular pieces. A bank note engraving company would make enough for each of its sales persons to 
travel with several in case a bank official wanted to show the choices to his potential customers and perhaps the potential 
customer might want other associates to see them or the choice might take more time. These sheets come up for auction 
from time to time. It is not a separate specialty but occasionally is a part of a American bank note collection. Probably 
most of the sample sheets made were thrown away as they had no contemporary value or importance then. . 

The sheets illustrated in the article to be published by the University of Pennsylvania Press about September 1, 2010 in 
the Journal of the Early Republic are mostly from the collection of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
which operates a Money Museum in the Kemper Art Museum at Washington University in St. Louis. 

We are not commercial in numismatics and have little interest in or knowledge of values. Coin World will probably be 
able to furnish you with names of people who might be able to give you value estimates if you wish or perhaps other 
information.. 

We do not feel it is proper for us to give for publicity purposes the identity of those we know who might own examples of 
grouse items and I know you will understand that. 

If you need any more information you think we can furnish you may contact us further. 

If you use our information or the published writings on the grouse matter we wish you to furnish us with 3 copies of your 
magazine issue containing the grouse material. 

I hope we have been somewhat helpful. 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
by Eric P. Newman president 



To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Wed, Aug 11,2010 at 3:50 PM 
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Thank you so much—I’ll review and try to digest, and hope not to bother you with too many other questions! 


Best regards, 


Eleanor 



Eleanor H. Gustafson 
Executive editor 
The Magazine ANTIQUES 
212-941-2856 

themagazineantiques.com 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 

Se nt: Wednesday, August 11, 2 010 3:36 PM 

To: 

Subject: Audubon grouse bank note sample sheets 


[Quoted text hidden] 



To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Fri, Sep 10, 2010 at 6:00 PM 


Hi, 


If you will send me a mailing address, I would love to send you a copy of the issue of ANTIQUES with the heath hen 
discovery. 


Best regards, 


Eleanor Gustafson 
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Eleanor H. Gustafson 

Executive editor 

The Magazine ANTIQUES 

212-941-2856 

themagazineantiques.com 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 3:36 PM 


Subject: Audubon grouse bank note sample sheets 


Dear Ms. Gustafson: 


[Quoted text hidden] 


Eri cNumis@aol.com <EricNum is@aol.com> Sat, Sep 11,2010 at 1:53 PM 

To: 

Eleanor Gustafson: 

Thank you for being nice enough to send me Antiques with the grouse article. My address is 
6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105 Eric P. Newman 

[Quoted text hidden] 
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